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The PlayGarden’s mission is to provide children of all abilities a safe, accessible and adventurous place to play.
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Susan Moore, Seattle Central College
Mia Santos Herrmann, Elementary Educator
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Elizabeth Bullard, Executive Director
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Rachel Harrison, Administrator
Nicole Ijeoma, Preschool Program Assistant
Annie Jones, Program Assistant and Camp Counselor
Michaela McCarthy, Program Assistant
Jean Rodriguez, Teaching Assistant
Mica Rood, Preschool Teaching Assistant
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ear Friends of the PlayGarden, 

As many of you know, the PlayGarden began as a summer camp for kids with 
disabilities and their friends, family and neighbors.  As the 2019 camp staff gathered 
for orientation in June I couldn’t help doing the math.  If  Michaela is 22 years old,  
and we first met when she was a newborn, in the NICU at Swedish Hospital, and 
she began camp in 2004 and it’s now 2019, that makes me…well, nevermind.  It is 
just astonishing to me to have witnessed so many of these young people grow  from 

little ones to school kids, from campers to Junior Counselors to counselors and  camp directors!  They 
have been to high school and college, to work other jobs,studied abroad, climbed mountains and built 
rockets and yet they come back to the PlayGarden each summer.  Some stay on after camp wraps up 
for the summer to work in our preschool program or to visit when they need a PlayGarden fix.  What 
an amazing community we have created.

Thank you for being a part of it.I hope you enjoy reading about how the PlayGarden has spread its 
wings this year to make the world a little nicer for children with disabilities.

Elizabeth Bullard
Executive Director
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e have bittersweet news to share: Dr. Abe Bergman, who has served on the 
Board of the PlayGarden continuously for the past 17 years, will retire from the 

Board this year.  Simply stated, without Abe there would be no PlayGarden.  In early 
2003, Liz Bullard shared her vision for the PlayGarden with Abe and in his character-
istic way, he pointed out that this was something the City of Seattle should support.  
Just days later, they were in the office of the superintendent of Parks, Ken Bounds.  Mr. 
Bounds agreed that Seattle Parks should support our vision to bring an adventurous, 
safe and inclusive park to our community.  Just a few short months later we had a site!  

Abe recruited all of his friends and colleagues involved and gathered support 
from the City, the State and the County.  He wore his PlayGarden t-shirts 
all over town.  We will sorely miss Abe as the captain of our ship but we 
know that he will never stray far from us.  Forever the teacher, he taught us 
how to do business, how to "get things done" and how to persevere for what 
we know is good and right.  His heart and soul are here at the PlayGarden 
and always will be.

We are so excited for you all to see our beautiful, sculptural information 
kiosk, dedicated for Abe, due to be installed in 2020.  We came to him for 
advice and information and now all who come to play will visit our kiosk to 
see what is ripe in the garden, when summer camp begins, how to sign up 
for preschool and all the news of the day.  To donate in honor of our dear 
friend, Abe visit childrensplaygarden.org.

Thank you, Abe
W lease give a warm welcome to our newest Board Member, Dr. Chuck Cowan.  We are so fortunate to have Chuck on 

Team PlayGarden! A few words from Dr. Cowen:

“I’m a now retired developmental pediatrician who has been a physician and advocate for children with disabilities most 
of my career.  I have been a faculty member of the Neurodevelopmental Program at Seattle Children’s Hospital from 
1984 until my retirement in 2017 and began the first Autism Spectrum Disorders program at Children’s in 2001.  I am 
also proud to say I was one of founders of the Seattle Children’s Autism Center in 2009. I have a passion about providing 
children who have developmental differences with opportunities for recreation and play and helped facilitate those in coop-
eration with a number of other non-profits.

I also have been privileged to serve on a number of non-profit boards the work of which I enjoy. I served on the Kindering 
Center Board and as their volunteer medical director from 1989-2015. I also served on the Puget Sound Council Campfire 
USA Board from 2011-2014 helping develop a summer camp experience for children with Autism. I’m excited about the 
work of the Playgarden and ready to make a contribution by joining your board.”

icole is joining our preschool team on Tuesdays and Thursdays and will be in 
the classroom assisting with snack, storytime, and playtimes, as well as helping 

us prep projects for preschool.  Nicole loves reading and writing poetry, and she's 
looking forward to playing with the preschoolers.  She will be assisted by her job 
coach, Liv. We're excited to have you at the PlayGarden, Nicole!

Welcome, Dr. Chuck Cowen to Our Board

Welcome, Nicole Ijeoma to Our Staff
N
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his year the PlayGarden renewed its lease with the city, the result of powerful activism by PlayGardeners Samantha 
Farrow, Luca Walker and Open Play Leader, Nick Weiss at City Hall.  Each gave strong testimony on why the 

PlayGarden’s lease with the city should be extended for another 10 years.  Our lease agreement with the City of Seattle 
Department of Parks and Recreation includes off -sets  based on the value of the capital improvements to the site as well as 
the community benefits from our programs.  They were very persuasive - great work, guys! 

To Ten More Years with the City of Seattle!
T

Our partnership with Seattle-King 
County Best Starts for Kids Initiative

e were thrilled to continue our partnership with King County’s Best Starts for Kids Initiative in 2019.  Through 
our partnership, the PlayGarden produced Say “Yes!”to Kids with Disabilities: Stories and Strategies for Including 

ALL Kids, a toolkit based on listening sessions with kids with disabilities, their families, and youth-serving organizations 
in our communities.  The message is simple: you don’t have to be an expert on disability, you just have to be open and 
willing to try. To get started, here are a few easy ways to start saying “yes!” to kids with disabilities:

W

1.  Just say “hi!”
2.  Listen to kids, parents, and caregivers

3.  Be flexible and willing to bend the rules
4.  Model inclusion in groups and activities



Workshops and Trainings at the PlayGarden
 his year, the PlayGarden hosted three Introduction to Inclusion workshops for youth-care providers, parents and 
community members.  Workshops were conducted in April and November and were three to four hours long.  Fif-

ty-two different organizations in the Seattle-king County area participated:

Association of Zoos and Aquariums
Am. Forest Kindergarten Association
Amara
Bellevue School District
Bloom Early Education
Boy Scout Troop 312
Camp Kindness Counts
Camp Korey
City of Shoreline
Girl Scout Troop 50529
Girls on the Run
Hilltop Children’s Center
Global-Help project
Guardians of Childhood Initiative
Instructor in Physical Therapy, UW
Japanese Presprytarian Church
Kids Carpentry
Kimball Elementary

King County CASA program
Little Bit Therapeutic Riding Center
McAuliffe Elementary PTSA
Mid Columbia Partnership
National Parks Service
Nature Nuts Outdoor Pre-k & Camps
Nature-based Preschool Association
Nature and Place Based Educators 
Facebook group
Northwest Center Kids IMPACT
Pike Market Preschool
Provail
Rainier Avenue Church
SANCA Circus Arts 
Seattle Adaptive Sports
Seattle Aquarium
Seattle Audubon
Seattle Children’s Theatre

Seattle Public Schools
Seattle Therapy Network
Special Education Technology Center
SunGuides- Seattle Parks and Rec
Tahoma Special Needs Support Group
The Eli’s Park Project
The Kinship School
The Meridian School
The Recovery Cafe
The Salvation Army
The Seattle School of Theology and 
Psychology
Tiny Trees Outdoor Preschool
University of Washington
UW Botanic Gardens
WA Nature Preschool Association
Wellspring Family Services
Woodland Park Zoo

T he PlayGarden also led site-specific training for thirty graduate students study-
ing Environmental Education  at IslandWood; fifteen preschool teachers and 

administrators from Fiddleheads Preschool; and twelve education staff at the Wood-
land Park Zoo. We were asked to do site-specific training for the Seattle aquarium 
and the Seattle Bouldering Project and provided weekly volunteer trainings for 
volunteers from the National Charity League to assist in our Open Play Program. 

In 2019 the PlayGarden’s Inclusion Toolkit Say “Yes!” to Kids with Disabilities: 
Stories and Strategies for Including ALL Kids became available to download for 
free from our website or purchase as a hard copy.  130 hard copies of the toolkit were 
given out to the community. From May-December of 2019 8, 890 people visit our 
website homepage where they were invited to purchase or download the Inclusion 
Toolkit. 

“I wanted to convey that I am sharing the Playgarden’s Say YES! to Kids with Dis-
abilities release with all WA Federation of independent Schools around the state as 
a feature in our bi-monthly newsletter. It is an unbelievably inspiring and important 
resource.” 
Sharon Ricci
Membership & Communications Manager
Washington Federation of Independent Schools

PlayGarden conducted three 

generalized Say Yes! trainings in 2019, 

training 283 people and creating 130 

tailored toolkits.
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ounded on the core principles of full inclusion, 
exploration of the natural world, and play 

based education; PlayGarden preschool blends the 
best of outdoor education with the warmth and 
security of an indoor classroom.  Class is led by a 
master’s level teacher and two assistant teachers 
with 15 children attending per day.  Teachers work 
closely with parents to carry out each child’s thera-
py programs.  In 2019, we served forty-six students 
from September to June. 55% of our students have 
a disability and 26% receive scholarships.

he PlayGarden offers a fully inclusive na-
ture-based summer camp experience for kids with 

disabilities and their typically developing peers, ages 
3.5-21.  In 2019, we enjoyed nine weeks of  adventurous, 
fully-inclusive summer camp for 188 kids ages three to 
twenty-one, including sixty-seven new families.

We hired and trained twenty young adult counselors 
and program directors to work our summer camp 
programs, including fifteen Junior Counselors who 
gained leadership skills, learned how to play with kids 
of all abilities, and brought enthusiasm and joy into the 
program every day.  We were  proud to be able to offer 
at least partial scholarship funds to every family who 
requested them thanks to our generous donors.
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he PlayGarden offered staffed Open Play hours from April 17th to November 2nd 2019.  In those months, the 
PlayGarden welcomed 5, 665  total visitors, including adults and children.  The PlayGarden hired and trained 

eight young adult staff, including young adults with disabilities, to work 456 Open Play hours over the course of the 
season.  In 2019, the PlayGarden partnered with other organizations to expand different kinds of play opportunities 
to families during Open Play.  Examples of community partnerships, included an inclusive Indian Kids Cooking 
Class, two Kids’ Carpentry workshops and two play-based inclusive soccer-clinics with Seattle Happy Feet.  We 
also hosted a variety of events,  such as facillitated field trips with local community partners including:

T

The Seattle Children’s Neurodevelopmental Clinic
The Denise Louie Education Center
Shorewood Elementary Special Education Class
Autism Moms of Seattle
Amara
Magic Lantern Preschool
Japanese Presbytarion Church

Seattle- Eateside Happy Feet
Shirin’s Kitchen
The UW Brain and  Wellness Center
Marys Place 
Seattle Homeschoolers Group
Boyer Children’s Clinic
The Northwest Center

Bellevue Parks and Community Service
Bertschi School
Momentuum
You Grow Girl
Youth in Focus
Hamlin Robinson
Thurgood Marshall Elementary School.



Budget & Funding
he PlayGarden received substantial public support from the city of Seattle, King County, and the State of Washing-
ton in 2019.  Ongoing operational support comes from the King County Public Health Best Start for Kids initiative,  

private foundations and individuals, and fees for summer camp and preschool.  We would like to give a special thanks to:
Adobe Matching Gift Program
Bergman Draper Oslund, PLLC
Boeing
Brooks Powers Group
Catherine Holmes Wilkins Foundation
Community Health Plan of WA
Elisabeth C. Miller Botanical Garden
Fallsapart Productions, Inc.
Gertrude and Eldon Sallee Foundation
Glaser Foundation
Haggard Childcare Resources

Heising-Simons Fund
Isaac Alhadeff Foundation
Jordan Fund
Microsoft
Northwest Horticultural Society
Public Health Seattle King County
Ravenna Gardens
Seattle Children’s Hospital
Seattle Foundation
Seattle Garden Club
Sitchin Foundation Inc.

The Cobb Foundation
The Norcliffe Foundation
The University Business Center
Three Point Oh
Union Bank
United Way of King County
Uresco Construction Materials
The State of Washington 
Seattle Dept. of Neighborhoods 
King County Parks & Rec Division

T

The PlayGarden hosts an annual 
luncheon each spring that funds 

scholarships to camp and preschool 
and helps keep fees for these programs 

affordable to all. In 2019, we raised 
$19,500 from sponsors  and $137,450 in 

donations, totalling $156,950.

A huge thank you to our 
2019 Play, Grow, Learn

Luncheon sponsors:

Bergman Draper Oslund, PLLC
Brooks Powers Group

Community Health Plan of Washington
Northwest Horticultural Society

Seattle Children's Hospital
The University Business Center

Union Bank
Uresco Construction Materials

Expenses

29%
Programs

48%
Management

15%
Fundraising

8%
Facilities

Income

32%
Programs

46%
Corporate, Governmental  

and Foundation Donations

22%
Individual Donations



his year our very busy (and bushy) caterpillar got a trim 
courtesy of Seattle Tree Care. Our caterpiller remains 

grateful ... but is still very hungry.

Thank you, Seattle Tree Care!
T

Seattle Children’s PlayGarden
1745 24th Avenue South

Seattle, WA 98144
206.325.5576 childrensplaygarden.org

EIN # 06-1652679


